
 

 

 
WHY SHOULD YOU VOTE IN 2021? 
 
Did you know that you may be allowed to vote in Finnish municipal elections in Turku, even if you 
are not a Finnish citizen?  You can vote  if you are at least 18 years old on the election day, are 
registered in Turku, and either …  
 

1. You are a citizen of the European Union, Norway or Iceland 
 

2. OR you are of some other nationality AND you have lived in Finland for two years or longer 

 
These elections are very important. The City of Turku is responsible for a huge number of im-
portant services that affect everyone. They include health services, school services, childrens’ 
nurseries, public transport, road networks, urban planning, libraries, parks, and so on and so on. 
 
The City Council is the body that decides what the City of Turku should look like and feel like.  It 
makes all the big decisions in Turku. Decisions like...  
 

• Where should new schools be built?  
• Should health services be free of charge?  
• How high should the tax rate be?  
• How to build better public transport? 
• … and many others 

 
The council is democratically chosen every four years in municipal elections. The next elections 
will be on June 13, 2021. 
 
If you are eligible, you should automatically receive an information package (“äänioikeusilmoitus” in 
Finnish) by post about a month before the election. For more information, see this official web page 
(in English only):  https://vaalit.fi/en/right-to-vote-and-compilation-of-the-voting-register 
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WHY SHOULD YOU VOTE FOR THE GREENS? 
 
The Greens (Vihreät) are currently the second largest party in Turku. We are the party for equality, 
nature, climate, education, healthcare, transparency and openness. 
 
Our most important themes in Turku are: 
 
 

• The city must protect the climate. This requires a very strong and efficient public transporta-
tion system, and support for cycling and walking. 

 
 

• The city must protect its natural values. Everyone must have access to nature even within 
the city. 
  

• The city must be built efficiently, but must also be green and beautiful.   

 
 

• Everyone must have equal access to quality education. There must be enough teachers, 
and schools need to have sufficient funding. 

 
 

• Turku must be the best student town in Finland. 
 
 

• Social and health services must be available to everyone, including foreign-born residents 
and undocumented refugees. 

 
 

• The city must support the people who need the most support: the old, the young, people 
dealing with mental illnesses or addiction, foreign-born residents who have not yet learned 
to speak Finnish fluently. 
 
 

• Culture and sports are vital for a good life, and must be supported. 
  

• The economy can be kept healthy by keeping the people healthy, and by solving problems 
before they become expensive problems.  

 
 

• The city must become more open about how taxpayers’ funds are used.  

 
 

• The city must attract  and support companies that can provide jobs for all residents 
  
 


